Human tissue response to porous hydroxyapatite implants. A case report.
Histological examination of 2 porous hydroxyapatite implants removed from a patient showed a pattern of ossification similar to that reported in a previous animal study. New bone was laid down on the surface of the hydroxyapatite but did not progress to occupy all the pores. Although porous hydroxyapatite blocks are biocompatible and well tolerated by the tissues, they are not recommended for augmentation of the resorbed alveolar ridge where the overlying mucosa is thin and atrophic, because of the risk of mucosal dehiscence and implant exposure. They are suitable in situations where they are deeply buried in the tissues and not subjected to direct trauma.